PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND THEIR CONNECTIONS TO DOW

Many public officials representing residents with dioxin-contaminated property in Midland and Saginaw counties have ties to Dow Chemical Co.,
the source of the pollution that was released from Dow smokestacks and from pipes into the Tittabawassee River decades ago. Environmentalists
say the ties make it difficult for the politicians to be objective. “Obviously, these connections are troubling,” said Tracey Easthope, environmental
health director with the Ecology Center in Ann Arbor. “I don’t think campaign contributions necessarily buy votes, but they certainly buy access.
And the behavior of these elected officials certainly suggests this access has been important.” The politicians — many of whom are raising families
in or near contaminated areas — say it’s insulting to suggest they would put their families at risk for campaign donations or other personal benefit.
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